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STRIPE THROATED HERMIT    PURPLE CROWNED FAIRY 
 

     
GREEN BREASTED MANGO   SCALY BREASTED HUMMINGBIRD 
 

      
RUFOUS TAILED HUMMINGBIRD   WHITE NECKED JACOBIN 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

The Stripe-throated Hermit (Phaethornis striigularis) is a species of hummingbird from 
Central America and north-western South America. It is generally fairly common and 

considered Least Concern by Birdlife International. 
 
 

 
 

The Purple-crowned Fairy (Heliothryx barroti) is a large hummingbird that breeds in the 
lowlands and hills from southeastern Mexico south to southwestern Ecuador 

 
 
 

 
The Green-breasted Mango (Anthracothorax prevostii) is a hummingbird from tropical 

America. The scientific name of this bird commemorates the French naturalist Florent Prévost 
 
 

 
 

The Scaly-breasted Hummingbird (Phaeochroa cuvierii) is a species of hummingbird in the 
Trochilidae family. It is found in Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, and Panama. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests 

and heavily degraded former forest. 
 

 
 
 

The Rufous-tailed Hummingbird (Amazilia tzacatl) is a medium-sized hummingbird which 
breeds from east-central Mexico, through Central America and Colombia, east to western 

Venezuela and south through western Ecuador to near the border with Peru. The larger 
Escudo Hummingbird from Isla Escudo de Veraguas in Panama is commonly considered a 
subspecies of the Rufous-tailed Hummingbird. This is a common to abundant bird of open 

country, river banks, woodland, scrub, forest edge, coffee plantations and gardens up to 1850 
m (6000 ft 

 
 
 

 
The White-necked Jacobin (Florisuga mellivora) is a large and attractive hummingbird that 

ranges from Mexico south to Peru, Bolivia and south Brazil. It is also found on Tobago and in 
Trinidad, but breeding has not been proved on the latter island. Other common names are 
Great Jacobin and Collared Hummingbird. The White-necked Jacobin is a widespread 

inhabitant of forest, usually being seen at a high perch or just above the canopy. It is less 
common at lower levels, except near hummingbird feeders 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



  
GRENN THORNTAIL   BLUE THROATED GOLDENTAIL 
 

  
LONG BILLED STARTHROAT   SUMMER TANAGER (migrant) 
 

  
PASSERINI’S TANAGER     CRIMSON TANAGER 

 

  
WHITE LINED TANAGER (migrant)    PALM TANAGER 
 

 



 

 
The Green Thorntail (Discosura conversii) is a small hummingbird that is a resident breeder 
from Costa Rica to western Ecuador. It occurs at middle elevations from 700-1400 m but may 

descend lower early in the wet season. In Costa Rica and Panama it is confined to the 
Caribbean slopes. 

 
The Blue-Throated Golden tail (Hylocharis eliciae) is a species of hummingbird in the 
Trochilidae family. It is found in Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical 
moist lowland forests and heavily degraded former forest. 

 
The Long-billed Starthroat (Heliomaster longirostris), is a hummingbird that breeds from 

southern Mexico to Panama, from Colombia south and east to Bolivia and Brazil, and on 
Trinidad. It is present throughout South and Central America and is an uncommon but 
widespread species, which appears to be a local or seasonal migrant, although its movements 

are not well understood. 
 

The Summer Tanager (Piranga rubr), is a medium-sized American songbird. Formerly 
placed in the tanager family (Thraupidae), it and other members of its genus are now 
classified in the cardinal family (Cardinalidae). The species’ plumage and vocalizations are 

similar to other members of the cardinal family. 
 

The Passerini's Tanager (Ramphocelus passerinii), is a medium-sized passerine bird. This 
tanager is a resident breeder in the Caribbean lowlands from southern Mexico to western 
Panama. This species was formerly known as the Scarlet-rumped Tanager, but was renamed 

when the distinctive form found on the Pacific coast of Costa Rica and Panama was reclassified 
as a separate species, the Cherrie's Tanager, Ramphocelus costaricensis. While most 

authorities have accepted this split, there are notable exceptions (e.g. the Howard and Moore 
checklist). 
 

The Crimson-collared Tanager, (Ramphocelus sanguinolentus), is a rather small Middle 
American songbird.It was first described by the French naturalist René-Primevère Lesson in 

1831, its specific epithet from the Latin adjective sanguinolentus, "bloodied", referring to its 
red plumage. This species is sometimes placed in a genus of its own as Phlogothraupis 
sanguinolenta and a genetic study suggests that it is less closely related to the other 

Ramphocelus tanagers than they are to each other. Its closest relative is the Masked Crimson 
Tanager. 

 
The White-lined Tanager (Tachyphonus rufus), is a medium-sized passerine bird. This 
tanager is a resident breeder from Costa Rica south to northern Argentina, and on Trinidad 

and Tobago. Adult White-lined Tanagers are 18.5 cm long and weigh 33 g. They are long-
tailed and with a mostly black stout pointed bill. The adult male is glossy black, apart from 

white under wing coverts and a small white patch on the upper wing. These white areas are 
conspicuous in flight but otherwise rarely visible. Females and immatures are entirely rufous 
in plumage, somewhat paler below. 

 
The Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum), is a medium-sized passerine bird. This tanager is a 

resident breeder from Nicaragua south to Bolivia, Paraguay and southern Brazil. It also breeds 
on Trinidad and, since 1962, on Tobago. In Trinidad and Tobago, it is known by colloquial 

names such as the 'Palmiste' and the 'Green Jean' 



  
BLUE GRAY TANEGER    SCARLET THIGHED DACNIS 
 

   
GOLDEN HOODED TANAGER    GREEN HONEYCREEPER 

 

   
RED LEGGED HONEYCREEPER   SHINING HONEYCREEPER 
 

 
BANNAQUIT 

 
 

 
 



The Blue-grey Tanager, (Thraupis episcopus), is a medium-sized South American songbird 

of the Tanager family, Thraupidae. Its range is from Mexico south to northeast Bolivia and 
northern Brazil, all of the Amazon Basin, except the very south. It has been introduced to 
Lima (Peru). On Trinidad and Tobago, this bird is called Blue Jean 

 
 

The Scarlet-thighed Dacnis (Dacnis venusta) is a tanager longIris bright red in male, duller 
red in female. Male unmistakable with bright turquoise blue crown and nape, sides of head 
and neck, centre of back, rump and scapulars.; forehead lores, sides of back, wings and tail, 

and mid-throat and entire remaining underparts black; the thighs are scarlet, but these are 
usually hidden. Female dull greenish blue above, brightest on cheeks, scapulars, and rump, 

duskier on back, wings, and tail; below dingy buffy greyish, buffiest on belly and undertail 
coverts. 

 
 
The Golden-hooded Tanager, (Tangara larvata), is a medium-sized passerine bird. This 

tanager is a resident breeder from southern Mexico south to western Ecuador.Adult Golden-
hooded Tanagers are 13 cm long and weigh 19 g. The adult male has a golden head with a 

black eyemask edged with violet blue above and below. The upperparts of the body are black 
apart from the turquoise shoulders, rump and edgings of the wings and tail. The flanks are 
blue and the central belly is white. Females have a greenish tinge to the head, sometimes with 

black speckling on the crown, and more extensively white underparts. Immatures are duller, 
with a green head, dark grey upperparts, off-white underparts, and little blue in the plumage. 

 
 
The Green Honeycreeper, (Chlorophanes spiza), is a small bird in the tanager family. It is 

found in the tropical New World from southern Mexico south to Brazil, and on Trinidad. It the 
only member of the genus Chlorophanes. It is 14 cm long, weighs 17 g, and has a long 

decurved bill. The male is mainly blue-tinged green with a black head and a mostly bright 
yellow bill. The female Green Honeycreeper is grass-green, paler on the throat, and lacks the 
male's iridescence and black head. Immatures are plumaged similar to females. The call is a 

sharp chip. 
 

 
The Red-legged Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes cyaneus) is a small songbird species in the 
tanager family (Thraupidae). It is found in the tropical New World from southern Mexico south 

to Peru, Bolivia and central Brazil, Trinidad and Tobago, and on Cuba, where possibly 
introduced 

 
 
The Shining Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes lucidus) is a small bird in the tanager family. It is 

found in the tropical New World in Central America from southern Mexico to Panama and 
northwest Colombia. It is sometimes considered to be conspecific with the Purple 

Honeycreeper (C. caeruleus), but the two species breed sympatrically in eastern Panama and 
northwest Colombia 
 

 
The Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola) is a species of passerine bird of uncertain relation. It is 

tentatively placed in the tanager family, but classified as incertae sedis by other authorities 
such as the American Ornithologists' Union. Its classification is debated, and it is often placed 

in its own family: Coerebidae. It has recently been suggested the Bananaquit should be split 
into three species, but this has yet to receive widespread recognition. This small, active 
nectarivore is found in warmer parts of the Americas, and is generally common. 

 
 



  
HOUSE WREN      BAY WREN 

 

   
BAND BACKED WREN     GRAY BREASTED MARTIN 
 

  
MANGROVE SWALLOW     BARRED ANTSHRIKE 

 

 
RUFOUS TAILED JACAMAR 

 



 

 
The House Wren, (Troglodytes aedon), is a very small songbird of the wren family, 
Troglodytidae. It occurs from Canada to southernmost South America, and in most suburban 

areas in its range it is the single most common wren. Its taxonomy is highly complex and 
some subspecies groups are often considered separate species. 

 
 
The Bay Wren (Cantorchilus nigricapillus) is a species of bird in the Troglodytidae family. It is 

found in Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Panama. Its natural habitats are 
subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests and heavily degraded former forest. 

The Band-backed Wren, Campylorhynchus zonatus, is a small songbird of the wren family.The  
 

 
Band-backed Wren is a resident breeding species from south-central Gulf Coast Mexico to 
northwestern Ecuador. It occurs in five disjunct areas, the central region being in southern 

Central America, in Costa Rica and northern Panama. The next two regions are northern 
Colombia adjacent to Panama, and 800 km to the south in northwestern Ecuador 

 
 
The Gray-breasted Martin, (Progne chalybea), is a large swallow. The nominate race P. c. 

chalybea breeds from Mexico through Central America south to central Brazil, and on Trinidad. 
P. c. macrorhamphus breeds further south in South America to central Argentina. The 

southern subspecies migrates north as far as Venezuela during the southern hemisphere’s 
winter, and the nominate form also undertakes local movements after the breeding season. 
 

 
The Mangrove Swallow, (Tachycineta albilinea), is a passerine bird that breeds in coastal 

regions from Mexico through Central America to Panama. It is non-migratory, but may make 
seasonal movements. There is a swallow in coastal Peru that resembles the Mangrove 
Swallow, but lacks the white head stripe. It is possibly a subspecies, but the geographical 

separation suggests that this little known form is a distinct species. 
 

 
The Barred Antshrike,( Thamnophilus doliatus), is a passerine bird in the antbird family. It 
is found in the Neotropics from Tamaulipas, Mexico, through Central America, Trinidad and 

Tobago, and a large part of South America east of the Andes as far south as northern 
Argentina, Bolivia and Paraguay. There is one accepted record from southern Texas. It is 

found in a wide range of wooded habitats (even gardens and parks) in both humid and arid 
regions. Throughout a large part of its range, it is among the most common antbirds. 
 

 
The Rufous-tailed Jacamar,( Galbula ruficauda), is a near-passerine bird which breeds in 

the tropical New World in southern Mexico, Central America and South America as far south as 
southern Brazil and Ecuador. The jacamars are elegant brightly coloured birds with long bills 
and tails. The Rufous-tailed Jacamar is typically 25 cm long with a 5 cm long black bill. The 

subspecies G. r. brevirostris has, as its name implies, a shorter bill. This bird is metallic green 
above, and the underparts are mainly orange, including the undertail, but there is a green 

breast band. Sexes differ in that the male has a white throat, and the female a buff throat; 
she also tends to have paler underparts. The race G. r. pallens has a copper-coloured back in 

both sexes. 
 
 

 
 



 

 

  
WOOD THRUSH     CLAY COLORED ROBIN 

 
 

  
BUFF THROATED SALTATOR    GRAYISH SALTATOR 
 

 

  
BLACK HEADED SALTATOR    BLACK STRIPED SPARROW 
 

 
 

 



 

The Wood Thrush, (Hylocichla mustelina), is a North American passerine bird. It is closely 
related to other thrushes such as the American Robin and is widely distributed across North 
America, wintering in Central America and southern Mexico. The Wood Thrush is the official 

bird of the District of Columbia. The Wood Thrush is a medium-sized thrush, with brown upper 
parts with mottled brown and white underparts. The male and female are similar in 

appearance. The male has one of the most beautiful songs of birds in North America. 
 
 

The Clay-colored Thrush (Turdus grayi) is a common Middle American bird of the thrush 
family (Turdidae). It is the national bird of Costa Rica, where it is well known as the yigüirro. 

It was formerly known as the Clay-colored Robin. It ranges from South Texas (where it is 
rapidly expanding) to northern Colombia; west and north of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. It is 

limited to the Atlantic slope, except for a population around Oaxaca City that probably 
originates from escaped cage birds. 
 

 
The Buff-throated Saltator, (Saltator maximus), is a seed eating bird. Traditionally placed 

in the cardinal family (Cardinalidae), it actually seems to be closer to the tanagers 
(Thraupidae). It breeds from southeastern Mexico to western Ecuador and northeastern Brazil. 
 

 
The Buff-throated Saltator is on average 20 cm long and weighs 42-52 g. The adult has a 

slate-grey head with a white super cilium and a greenish crown. The upperparts are olive 
green, the underparts are grey becoming buff on the lower belly, and the throat is buff, edged 
with black. The thick convex bill and legs are black. Young birds are duller, and have a white-

mottled blackish throat and breast, and brown markings on the lower underparts. 
 

 
The Grayish Saltator, (Saltator coerulescens), is a seed-eating songbird that is widespread 
in the tropical Americas. Traditionally placed in the cardinal family (Cardinalidae), the saltators 

actually seem to be closer to the tanagers (Thraupidae). In El Salvador, it is well-known as 
dichosofui after the "elaborate" version of its call, which sounds like a drawn-out ¡dichoso fui!, 

Spanish for "I was happy!" 
 
 

The Black-headed Saltator, (Saltator atriceps), is a seedeating bird. Traditionally placed in 
the cardinal family (Cardinalidae), it actually seems to be closer to the tanagers (Thraupidae). 

It breeds from central Mexico to eastern Panama The Black-headed Saltator is a species of 
dense vegetation. The Black-headed Saltator feeds on fruit, buds, nectar and slow-moving 
insects. It forages at low and mid levels, sometimes with mixed species flocks. 

 
 

The Black-striped Sparrow, (Arremonops conirostris), is a passerine bird which breeds from 
northern Honduras to western Ecuador, northern Brazil and Venezuela. The Black-striped 
Sparrow is a mainly terrestrial species, 16.5 cm long and weighing 37.5 g. The adult is 

distinctive, with a grey head which has broad black stripes each side of the crown and 
narrower black stripes through each eye. The upperparts are olive, with yellow on the bend of 

the wing. The underparts are dull white shading to grey on the breast sides and to olive on the 
lower belly. Young birds have brown stripes on a yellower head, brownish-olive upperparts 

and yellow-olive underparts. 
 
 

 
 



  
ORANGE BILLED SPARROW    RUFOUS COLLARED SPARROW 

 

  
   CHESTNUT SIDED WARBLER (migrant)   TENNESSEE WARBLER (migrant) 
 

  
YELLOW WARBLER (migrant)   BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER (migrant) 

 

 
NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH 



 

The Orange-billed Sparrow (Arremon aurantiirostris) is a species of bird in the Emberizidae 
family. In Central America it is found in Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua and Panama. In northeastern South America the Orange-billed Sparrow is found in 

Colombia, Ecuador and northern Peru. Its natural habitat is subtropical or tropical moist 
lowland forests. 

 
 
The Rufous-collared Sparrow, (Zonotrichia capensis), is an American sparrow found in a 

wide range of habitats, often near humans, from the extreme southeast of Mexico to Tierra del 
Fuego, and on the island of Hispaniola. It is famous for its diverse vocalizations which have 

been intensely studied since the 1970s, particularly by Paul Handford and Stephen C. 
Lougheed (UWO), Fernando Nottebohm (Rockefeller University) and Pablo Luis Tubaro (UBA). 

Local names for this bird include the Portuguese tico-tico and the Spanish chingolo. 
 
 

The Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroica pensylvanica) is a New World warbler. They breed 
in eastern North America and in southern Canada westwards to the Canadian Prairies. They 

also breed in the Great Lakes region and in the eastern USA. These birds are migratory, 
wintering in Central America south to northern Colombia, with an unconfirmed sighting from 
as far south as Ecuador; they are also very rare vagrants to western Europe. 

 
 

The Tennessee Warbler, (Vermivora peregrina), is a New World warbler. It breeds in 
northern North America across Canada and the northern USA. It is migratory, wintering in 
southern Central America and northern Colombia and Venezuela, with a few stragglers going 

as far south as Ecuador. It is a very rare vagrant to western Europe. This bird was named 
from a specimen collected in Tennessee where it may appear during migration. 

 
 
The Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia) is a New World warbler species; the subspecies 

group around D. p. aestiva is increasingly treated as good species Dendroica aestiva (Yellow 
Warbler) again. The name for the entire cryptic species complex is Mangrove Warbler, and 

another group of subspecies is known as Golden Warbler. Sensu lato, they make up the most 
widespread Dendroica species, breeding in almost the whole of North America and down to 
northern South America. 

 
 

The Black-and-white Warbler, (Mniotilta varia), is a small New World warbler. It breeds in 
northern and eastern North America from southern Canada to Florida, These birds feed on 
insects and spiders, and unlike other warblers, Black-and-white Warblers forage like a 

nuthatch, moving up and down tree trunks and along branches. The song is a high see wee-
see wee-see wee-see wee-see wee-see, and the call is a hard tick. 

 
 
The Northern Waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis [(Chesser et al.(2010)) AOU changed 

the genus as of July 2010]) is one of the larger New World warblers. It breeds in the northern 
part of North America in Canada, and in the northern United States, (in areas including 

Alaska). This bird is migratory, wintering in Central America, the West Indies, and Florida; 
also Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador. It is a very rare vagrant to western Europe; also 

other South American countries. 
 
 

 
 



 

 

    
WHITE COLLARED SEEDEATER   VARIABLE SEEDEATER 
 

 

   
BLUE BLACK GRASSQUIT    YELLOW FACED GRASSQUIT 
 

 

   
OLIVE BACKED EUPHONIA    YELLOW CROWNED EUPHONIA 
 

 



 

 
 
The White-collared Seedeater (Sporophila torqueola) is a passerine bird in the typical 

seedeater genus Sporophila. It ranges from a small area along the Rio Grande near San 
Ignacio, Texas in the United States south through Mexico and Central America to Panama. It 

mainly inhabits tropical and subtropical grasslands, savannas, and shrublands but can also be 
found in pastures, arable land, and heavily degraded former forests. 
 

 
 

The Variable Seedeater, (Sporophila corvina), is a passerine bird which breeds from 
southern Mexico through Central America to the Chocó of north-western South America. The 

taxonomy is confusing, and it was formerly considered a subspecies of Sporophila 
Americana(see Taxonomy). Even within the Variable Seedeater as presently defined, there are 
great variations in its plumage. 

 
 

 
The Blue-black Grassquit,( Volatinia jacarina), is a small bird in the tanager family, 
Thraupidae. It was previously classified in the bunting and American sparrow family, 

Emberizidae. It breeds from southern Mexico through Central America, and South America as 
far as northern Chile, Argentina and Paraguay, and on Trinidad and Tobago. It is the only 

member of the genus Volatinia. Adult Blue-black Grassquits are 10.2 cm (4.0 in) long and 
weigh 9.3 g (0.33 oz). They have a slender conical black bill. The male is glossy blue-black, 
with a black tail and wings; the white inner underwing is visible in flight or display. Female 

and immature birds have brown upperparts and dark-streaked buff underparts. 
 

 
 
The Yellow-faced Grassquit (Tiaris olivaceus) is a passerine bird from the Central American 

tropics and surrounding regions. It was formerly alled with the American sparrows and placed 
in the Emberizidae; actually, however, it is one of the tholospizan "finches" which are 

specialized tanagers (Thraupidae). As such, it is closely related to the famous Darwin's 
finches. 
 

 
 

The Olive-backed Euphonia, (Euphonia gouldi), is a small passerine bird in the finch family. 
It is a resident breeder in the Caribbean lowlands and foothills from southern Mexico to 
western Panama. The Olive-backed Euphonia is found in wet forests, tall second growth and 

adjacent bushy clearings, typically from sea level to 750 m altitude, sometimes up to 1000 m. 
The spherical cup nest, with a side entrance, is hidden amongst epiphytes or mosses 2–11 m 

high in a tree. The normal clutch is three brown-marked white eggs. 
 
 

 
The Yellow-crowned Euphonia (Euphonia luteicapilla) is a species of bird in the Thraupidae 

family. It is found in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama, and is perhaps the most common 
euphonia in its range. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical dry forests, subtropical or 

tropical moist lowland forests, and heavily degraded former forest. 
 
 

 
 



 

 

   
YELLOW THROTED EUPHONIA   DUSKY CAPPED FLYCATCHER 
 
 

   
COMMON TODY FLYCATCHER    WESTERN WOOD PEWEE 
 

 

   
PIRATIC FLYCATCHER      YELLOW BILLIED ELAENIA 

 
 



 

 
 
The Yellow-throated Euphonia (Euphonia hirundinacea) is a species of bird in the 

Thraupidae family. It is found in Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical dry 

forests, subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests and heavily degraded former forest. 
 
 

 
The Dusky-capped Flycatcher, (Myiarchus tuberculifer), is a passerine bird in the tyrant 

flycatcher family. It breeds in forest and other woodland from southern Arizona, as well as the 
Chisos Mountains, Texas, south to northern Argentina and on Trinidad. It is resident in most of 

its range, but American breeders retreat to Mexico in winter. The Dusky-capped Flycatcher is 
best separated from other confusingly similar Myiarchus species by its smaller size, blackish 
head, and its call, a sorrowful, descending, whistled peeur or wheeeeeu. 

 
 

 
The Common Tody-Flycatcher or Black-fronted Tody-Flycatcher, (Todirostrum 
cinereum), is a very small passerine bird in the tyrant flycatcher family. It breeds from 

southern Mexico to northwestern Peru, eastern Bolivia and southern Brazil. Males of this 
species have a rapid grasshopper-like ticking te’e’e’e’e’e’t call something like a Tropical 

Kingbird, and a dawn song consisting of a very fast high tic repeated up to 110 times a minute 
for minutes on end. 
 

 
 

The Western Wood-Pewee, (Contopus sordidulus), is a small tyrant flycatcher. Adults are 
gray-olive on the upperparts with light underparts, washed with olive on the breast. They 
have two wing bars and a dark bill with yellow at the base of the lower mandible. This bird is 

very similar in appearance to the Eastern Wood-Pewee; the two birds were formerly 
considered to be one species. The call of C. sordidulus is a loud buzzy peeer; the song consists 

of three rapid descending tsees ending with a descending peeer. 
 
 

 
The Piratic Flycatcher, (Legatus leucophaius), is a passerine bird, the only member of the 

genus Legatus. It is a resident breeder from southern Mexico and Trinidad south to Bolivia and 
Argentina. At least some birds from Central America and Trinidad are migratory, and this 
species also visits Tobago. Piratic Flycatchers wait on an exposed perch high in a tree, 

occasionally sallying out to feed on fruit, their staple diet. The young are fed on insects 
 

 
 
The Yellow-bellied Elaenia, (Elaenia flavogaster), is a small bird of the tyrant flycatcher 

family. It breeds from southern Mexico and the Yucatán Peninsula through Central and South 
America as far as northern Argentina, and on Trinidad and Tobago. Adults are 16.5 cm long 

and weigh 24g. They have olive-brown upperparts, a white eye ring, a bushy divided crest and 
a white crown patch in the parting. The throat is pale and the breast greyish, with pale yellow 

lower underparts. The call is a nasal breeer, and the song is a wheezing zhu-zhee-zhu-zhee. 
 
 

 
 



  
  SOCIAL FLYCATCHER    GRAY CAPPED FLYCATCHER 
 
 

  
TROPICAL KINGBIRD      GREAT KISKADEE 

 
 

  
BLACK CROWNED TITYRA     MASKED TITYRA 
 

 

 



 

 
 
The Social Flycatcher and Vermilion-crowned Flycatcher (Myiozetetes similis) are 

passerine birds from the Americas, a member of the large tyrant flycatcher family 
(Tyrannidae). It is sometimes split into two species, with the Social Flycatcher, Myiozetetes 

texensis, from Costa Rica northwards to Mexico, and the Vermillion-crowned Flycatcher, M. 
similis proper, from southwest Costa Rica across South America. 
 

 
 

The Grey-capped Flycatcher, (Myiozetetes granadensis), is a passerine bird, a member of 
the large tyrant flycatcher family. It breeds in cultivation, pasture, and open woodland with 

some trees from eastern Honduras south to northwestern Peru, northern Bolivia and western 
Brazil. The call is a sharp nasal kip and the dawn song is a kip, kip, kip, k’beer. Grey-capped 
Flycatchers sally out from an open perch in a tree to catch insects in flight. They sometimes 

hover to take small berries. 
 

 
 
The Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus) is a large tyrant flycatcher. This bird breeds 

from southern Arizona and the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas in the USA through Central 
America, South America as far as south as central Argentina and western Peru, and on 

Trinidad and Tobago. Birds from the northernmost and southern breeding areas migrate to 
warmer parts of the range after breeding. 
 

 
 

The Great Kiskadee, (Pitangus sulphuratus), is a passerine bird. It is a large tyrant 
flycatcher; sometimes its genus Pitangus is considered monotypic, with the Lesser Kiskadee 
(P. lictor) separated in Philohydor. It breeds in open woodland with some tall trees, including 

cultivation and around human habitation, from southern Texas and Mexico south to Uruguay 
and central Argentina, and on Trinidad. It was introduced to Bermuda in 1957, and to Tobago 

in about 1970. 
 
 

 
The Black-crowned Tityra (Tityra inquisitor) is a medium-sized passerine bird. It has 

traditionally been placed in the cotinga or the tyrant flycatcher family, but evidence strongly 
suggest it is better placed in Tityridae, where now placed by SACC. It is found in Argentina, 
Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, French Guiana, Guatemala, Guyana, 

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Venezuela. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests and heavily 

degraded former forest. 
 
 

 
The Masked Tityra (Tityra semifasciata) is a medium-sized passerine bird. It has 

traditionally been placed in the cotinga or the tyrant flycatcher family, but evidence strongly 
suggest it is better placed in Tityridae, where now placed by SACC. It is found in Belize, 

Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, French Guiana, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela, 
and has occurred as a vagrant in the United States. Its natural habitats are subtropical or 

tropical moist lowland forests, subtropical or tropical moist montane forests, and heavily 
degraded former forest. 



 

  
ORANGE CHINNED PAREKEET   WHITE FRONTED PARROT 

 
 

   
RED LORET PARROT     MEALY PARROT 

 
 

      
       STREAKED HEADED WOODCREEPER   RUFOUS WINGED WOODPECKER 

 
 



 

 
The Orange-chinned Parakeet (Brotogeris jugularis), also known as the Tovi Parakeet, is a 
small mainly green parrot of the Brotogeris genus. It is found in Colombia, Costa Rica, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Venezuela. Its natural 
habitats are subtropical or tropical dry forests, subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests, 

and heavily degraded former forest. Its name comes from a small clump of bright orange 
feathers located under the lower beak. Like other parrots, it is capable of imitating simple 
human speech. 

 
 

The White-fronted Amazon, (Amazona albifrons), also known as the White-fronted Parrot, 
or adopted slang term Spectacled Amazon Parrot is a Central American species of parrot. Not 

to be confused with the Red-spectacled Amazon. They also can imitate a range from 30 to 40 
different sounds. Like other large parrots, the White-fronted Parrot has a long potential life 
span, usually around 40 years. 

 
 

The Red-lored Amazon or Red-lored Parrot (Amazona autumnalis) is a species of Amazon 
parrot, native to tropical regions of the Americas, from eastern Mexico south to Ecuador, with 
a disjunct population in central Brazil, where it occurs in humid evergreen to semi-deciduous 

forests up to 1,100 m altitude. It is absent from the Pacific side of Central America north of 
Costa Rica. Not originally known from El Salvador, a pair - perhaps escaped from captivity - 

nested successfully in 1995 and 1996 in the outskirts of San Salvador and the species might 
expand its range permanently into that country in the future. 
 

 
The Mealy Amazon or Mealy Parrot (Amazona farinosa) is among the largest parrots in the 

Amazona genus, the Amazon parrots. It is a mainly green parrot with a total length of 38–
41 cm (15–16 in). It is endemic to tropical Central and South America. The Mealy Amazon 
occurs in tropical Central America and South America. It frequents humid to semi-humid 

forest (only rarely in deciduous forest) and plantations. In regions dominated by open/dry 
habitats it is restricted to gallery forest or completely absent. 

 
 
The Streak-headed Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes souleyetii), is a passerine bird which 

breeds in the tropical New World from southern Mexico to northwestern Peru, northern Brazil 
and Guyana, and on Trinidad. This woodcreeper is found in lowlands up to 1500 m altitude, 

although normally below 900 m, in damp light woodland, plantations, gardens, and clearings 
with trees. It builds a leaf-lined nest 4.5 to 24 m up in a tree cavity, or sometimes an old 
woodpecker hole, and lays two white eggs. The Streak-headed Woodcreeper is typically 19 cm 

long, and weighs 28 g. It has olive brown upperparts with fine streaking on the crown, nape 
and upper back, a chestnut rump, wings and tail, and heavily streaked olive-brown 

underparts. The 2.5 cm long bill is slender and decurved. Young birds are duller with less 
distinct streaking. 
 

 
The Rufous-winged Woodpecker (Piculus simplex) is a species of bird in the Picidae family. 

It is found in Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. Its natural habitat is subtropical 
or tropical moist lowland forests 

 
 
 

 
 



 

   
SMOKY BROWN WOODPECKER  BLACK CHEEKED WOODPECKER 

 

   
HOFFMANN’S WOODPECKER    LINEATED WOODPECKER 

 

 
GOLDEN OLIVE WOODPECKER 

 

   
RUFOUS MOTMOT    BROAD BILLED MOTMOT 

 

 
 



The Smoky-brown Woodpecker (Veniliornis fumigatus) is a species of bird in the Picidae 

family. It is found in Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, and Venezuela. Adult woodpeckers 
are 5.9-6.7 inches in height (15-17 cm) and weigh about 1.1-1.8 oz (31-50 g). They are 

characteristically dark brown. The adult male has gray, red-tipped nape feathers and tawny 
scapular feathers. The adult female has brown-tipped nape feathers, and juvenile 

woodpeckers have noticeably duller feathers. 
 
The Black-cheeked Woodpecker,( Melanerpes pucherani), is a resident breeding bird from 

southeastern Mexico south to western Ecuador.This woodpecker occurs in the higher levels of 
wet forests, semi-open woodland and old second growth. It nests in an unlined hole 6-30 m 

high in a dead tree. The clutch is two to four glossy white eggs, incubated by both sexes. The 
Black-cheeked Woodpecker feeds on insects, but will take substantial quantities of fruit and 

nectar. 
 
Hoffmann's Woodpecker,( Melanerpes hoffmannii), is a resident breeding bird from 

southern Honduras south to Costa Rica. It is a common species on the Pacific slopes, locally as 
high as 2150 m. It is expanding on the Caribbean slope, aided by deforestation. This is further 

facilitated by its tendency to wander about outside the breeding season. The adult Hoffmann's 
Woodpecker is 18 cm long and weighs 68g. Its upperparts and wings are neatly barred with 
black and white, and it has a white rump. The underparts are pale buff-grey with a yellow 

central belly patch. The male has a white forehead, red crown, and yellow nape. The female 
has a white crown and forehead and reduced yellow nape. Young birds are duller, have less 

white above and less yellow on the belly. 
 
The Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus) is a very large woodpecker which is a 

resident breeding bird from Mexico south to northern Argentina and on Trinidad. The Lineated 
Woodpecker is 34 cm long and weighs 200g. It resembles the closely-related Pileated 

Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) of North America. Adults are mainly black above, with a red 
crest and whitish lines down the sides of the throat and shoulders. The underparts are white, 
heavily barred with black. They show white on the wings in flight. Adult males have a red line 

from the bill to the throat and red on the front of the crown. In adult females, these plumage 
features are black. The bill is black in both sexes. The call of this widespread but wary bird is a 

loud, ringing wic-wic-wic. Both sexes drum. 
 
The Golden-olive Woodpecker, (Colaptes rubiginosus), is a resident breeding bird from 

Mexico south and east to Guyana, northwest Argentina, Trinidad and Tobago. It was formerly 
placed in the genus Piculus  The scientific name rubiginosus means "full of rust", describing 

the color of the bird's wings and back. 
The Rufous Motmot, (Baryphthengus martii), is a near-passerine bird which is a resident 
breeder in rain forests from northeastern Honduras south to western Ecuador, northeastern 

Bolivia, and southwestern Brazil.This large motmot is 46cm long and weighs 195 g. it is 
mainly cinnamion-rufous, with a black face mask and central breast spot, green wings and 

sides, a greenish-blue lower belly, and dark blue tail and flight feathers. The tail is very long 
and has a bare-shafted racket tip, except the Amazon. The bill and legs are black. Young birds 
are paler and duller than adults, and lack the tail rackets and black breast spot. The call of the  

 
Rufous Motmot is a low owl-like hoop hoop huhuhuhuhuhu. 

 
The Broad-billed Motmot (Electron platyrhynchum) is a species of bird in the Momotidae 

family. It is found in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Panama, and Peru. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests and 
heavily degraded former forest. 



   
RUDDY GROUND DOVE     COMMON GROUND DOVE 
 

 

   
WHITE TIPPED DOVE      WHITE WINGED DOVE 

 

 

   
SHORT BILLED PIGEON    PALE VENTED PIGEON 

 
 

 
GROOVE BILLED ANI 

 



The Ruddy Ground Dove (Columbina talpacoti) is a small New World tropical dove. It is a 

resident breeder from Mexico south to Peru, Brazil and Paraguay, and northern Argentina, and 
on Trinidad and Tobago. Individual birds can sometimes be seen in the southwestern USA, 
from southern Texas to southernmost California, primarily during winter 

 
The Common Ground Dove (Columbina passerina) is a small New World tropical dove. It is 

a resident breeder from Aruba, Bermuda, through the southmost United States, Mexico and 
the Caribbean, to South America, and is found as far south as northern Brazil. The Common 
Ground Dove inhabits scrub and other open country. It builds a flimsy stick nest in a tree and 

lays two white eggs. Its flight is fast and direct, with regular beats and an occasional sharp 
flick of the wings that are characteristic of pigeons in general. 

 
The White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi) is a large New World tropical dove. It is a 

resident breeder from the southernmost Texas in the USA through Mexico and Central 
America south to western Peru and central Argentina. It also breeds on the offshore islands of 
northern South America, including Trinidad and Tobago and the Netherlands Antilles. 

Numerous subspecies exist; some of the more widespread are the nominate taxon, L. v. 
verreauxi, from Nicaragua to Venezuela, L. v. angelica from Texas and coastal Mexico, L. v. 

decolor west of the Andes from Colombia to northern Peru, L. v. brasiliensis in most of the 
Amazon north of the Amazon River and L. v. decipiens in a large part of central South 
America. 

 
The White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) is a dove whose native range extends from the 

south-western USA through Mexico and the Caribbean. It has also been introduced to Florida. 
The White-winged Dove is expanding outside of its historic range into Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and northern New Mexico Unlike most of the White-winged Doves in Texas, the 

doves in these regions do not migrate in winter. 
 

The Short-billed Pigeon, (Patagioenas nigrirostris) (see Johnson et al. 2001), is a largish 
pigeon which breeds from southern Mexico south to northwestern Colombia. It is a member of 
a clade of Patagioenas that contains the smaller and rather plain species with characteristic 

calls (Johnson et al. 2001) that constitute the subgenus Oenoenas (Mahler & Tubaro 2001). It 
is found in lowland forest canopy and semi-open woodland, and builds a rudimentary platform 

nest out of twigs 5-30 m (15-100 ft) high in a tree or amongst vines. It lays one white egg. 
 
The Pale-vented Pigeon, (Patagioenas cayennensis), is a large pigeon (family Columbidae) 

found in the tropical American. Formerly often placed in Columba, it actually belongs to a 
clade of the older New World genus Patagioenas. With its relatives it represents an 

evolutionary radiation extending through most of the warm-temperate to tropical Americas. 
Grey-hued birds, even their males generally lack iridescent display plumage, although the 
present species has some coppery gloss on the nape. 

 
The Groove-billed Ani, (Crotophaga sulcirostris), is an odd-looking tropical bird in the 

cuckoo family with a long tail and a large, curved beak. It is a resident species throughout 
most of its range, from southern Texas and central Mexico through Central America, to 
northern Colombia and Venezuela, and coastal Ecuador and Peru. It only retreats from the 

northern limits of its range in Texas and northern Mexico during winter. Like other anis, the 
Groove-billed is found in open and partly open country, such as pastures, savanna, and 

orchards. It feeds largely on a mixed diet of insects, seeds, and fruits. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

  
SQUIRREL CUCKOO     COLLARED ARACARI 

 
 

  
KEEL BILLED TOUCAN    CHESTNUT MANDIBLED TOUCAN 
 
 

  
BLACK COWLED ORIOLE    BALTIMORE ORIOLE (migrant) 

 
 



 

The Squirrel Cuckoo, (Piaya cayana), is a cuckoo species breeding from northwestern 
Mexico to northern Argentina and Uruguay, and on Trinidad. This large and extremely long-
tailed cuckoo is 43-46 cm long and weighs 95-105 g. The adult has mainly chestnut 

upperparts and head, becoming paler on the throat. The lower breast is grey and the belly is 
blackish. The central tail feathers are rufous, but the outer are black with white tips. The bill is 

yellow and the iris is red. Immature birds have a grey bill and eyering, brown iris, and less 
white in the tail. 
 

The Collared Aracari, (Pteroglossus torquatus), is a toucan, a near-passerine bird which 
breeds from southern Mexico to Panama; also Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela. Like other 

toucans, the Collared Aracari is brightly marked and has a large bill. The adult is typically 
41 cm long and weighs 230 g. The sexes are alike in appearance, with a black head and chest 

and dark olive green upperparts, apart from a red rump and upper tail. There is reddish collar 
on the rear neck which gives rise to the English and scientific (torquatus) names The 
underparts are bright yellow, with a round black spot in the centre of the breast and a red-

tinted black band across the belly. The thighs are chestnut. 
 

The Keel-billed Toucan (Ramphastos sulfuratus), also known as Sulfur-breasted Toucan, 
Rainbow-billed Toucan, is a colorful Latin American bird with a large bill. It is the national bird 
of Belize. Keel-billed Toucans have zygodactyl feet, or feet with toes facing in different 

directions. In the case of the Keel Billed Toucan, it has two toes facing forward and two facing 
back. Because the Toucans spend a large portion of time in the trees, this helps for the birds 

to stay on the branches of the trees and hop from one to another. Like many toucans, Keel-
billed is a very social bird, rarely seen alone. It travels in small flocks of approximately six to 
thirty. 

 
The Chestnut-mandibled Toucan, or Swainson’s Toucan (Ramphastos swainsonii) is a 

near-passerine bird which breeds from eastern Honduras to northern Colombia to western 
Ecuador. This species is replaced from southern Colombia to eastern Peru by the closely 
related Black-mandibled Toucan, R. ambiguus, with which it is sometimes considered 

conspecific. The scientific and alternative English names commemorate the English 
ornithologist and artist William Swainson. Like other toucans, the Chestnut-mandibled is 

brightly marked and has a large bill. The male is 56 cm long and weighs 750g (26.5 oz). The 
smaller female is typically 52 cm long and weighs 580g (20.5 oz) 
 

The Black-cowled Oriole (Icterus prosthemelas) is a species of bird in the Icteridae family. 
It is found in Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and possibly 

Honduras. Its natural habitat is subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests. 
 
The Baltimore Oriole, (Icterus galbula), is a small icterid blackbird which is on average 

18 cm long and weighs 34 g. This bird received its name from the fact that the male's colors 
resemble those on the coat-of-arms of Lord Baltimore. At one time, this species and the  

 
Bullock's Oriole, (Icterus bullockii), were considered to be a single species, the Northern 
Oriole. The Baltimore Orioles, a Major League Baseball team in Baltimore, Maryland, were 

named after this bird. It is also the state bird of Maryland. These birds migrate in flocks to 
southern Mexico, Central America and northern South America. Some birds may remain near 

feeders in winter 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

  
MONTEZUMA OROPENDULA    RED WINGED BLACKBIRD 

 
 

  
MELODIUS BLACKBIRD     NICARAGUAN GRACKLE 

 
 

  
GREAT TAILED GRACKLE    BRONZED COWBIRD 

 
 



The Montezuma Oropendola,( Psarocolius montezuma), is a New World tropical icterid bird. 

It is a resident breeder in the Caribbean coastal lowlands from southeastern Mexico to central 
Panama, but is absent from El Salvador and southern Guatemala. It also occurs on the Pacific 
slope of Nicaragua and Honduras and northwestern Costa Rica. It is among the oropendola 

species sometimes separated in the genus Gymnostinops. The English and scientific names of 
this species commemorate the Aztec emperor Moctezuma II. The sexes are very different in 

size; the male is 50 cm long and weighs 520 g; the smaller female is 38 cm long and weighs 
230 g. 
The Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) is a passerine bird of the family Icteridae 

found in most of North and much of Central America. It breeds from Alaska and Newfoundland 
south to Florida, the Gulf of Mexico, Mexico, and Guatemala, with isolated populations in 

western El Salvador, northwestern Honduras, and northwestern Costa Rica. It may winter as 
far north as Pennsylvania and British Columbia, but northern populations are generally 

migratory, moving south to Mexico and the southern United States. The Red-winged Blackbird 
is sexually dimorphic; the male is all black with a red shoulder and yellow wing bar, while the 
female is a nondescript dark brown. Seeds and insects make up the bulk of the Red-winged 

Blackbird's diet. 
The Melodious Blackbird, (Dives dives), is a New World tropical icterid bird. It is a resident 

breeder from coastal eastern and southeastern Mexico to Costa Rica. Its range is expanding. 
El Salvador was colonised in the 1950s, and eastern Guatemala in the 1960s. Prior to 1989 
there was only one Costa Rican record, but it is now easily seen at least as far south as San 

José, and it is expected to colonise Panama. The adult Melodious Blackbird is a medium-sized 
icterid with a rounded tail. The male is 25.5 cm long and weighs 108 g. The slightly smaller 

female is 23 cm long and weighs 95 g. The adult plumage is entirely black with a bluish gloss, 
and the bill legs and feet are also black. The iris is brown. Females are identically plumaged to 
the males, but young birds are brownish black and lack iridescence. There are no subspecies. 

The Nicaraguan Grackle (Quiscalus nicaraguensis) is a species of passerine bird belonging 
to the genus Quiscalus, a genus of grackles in the New World blackbird family, Icteridae. It is 

found only in Nicaragua and northernmost Costa Rica It feeds in small groups, foraging on the 
ground for seeds and insects. It will turn over stones or debris to look for food underneath and 
often forages on or around cattle. It nests in small colonies in bushes or trees or among 

marsh vegetation such as sedges. The well-hidden nest is cup-shaped and made from grass 
and sedge leaves and roots. Two or three eggs are laid; they are blue with dark markings 

concentrated at the larger end. Only the female incubates the eggs but both sexes are 
involved in feeding the young. 
The Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) is a large icterid blackbird , also referred to 

simply as "blackbird", and occasionally "crow" or "jackdaw", though it is not a member of the 
Corvidae. Similarly, it is often called "cuervo" in areas of Mexico where there are no true 

crows. Its range stretches from Kansas in the northeast to southern California in the 
northwest down to northwest Peru and northwest Venezuela in the south; the grackle's range 
has been expanding north and west in recent years. It is common in Texas and Arizona in the 

southern regions. It is commonly found in agricultural regions and suburban environments, 
feeding on fruits, seeds, lizards, mice, birds, frogs, fish, and invertebrates. 

The Bronzed Cowbird (once known as the Red-eyed Cowbird), (Molothrus aeneus), is a 
small icterid. It breeds from the southern U.S. of California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and 
Louisiana south through Central America to Panama. The male Bronzed Cowbird is 20 cm long 

and weighs 68 g, with green-bronze glossed black plumage and red eyes. The female is 
18.5 cm long and weighs 56 g. She is duller black above and browner below. Young birds are 

like the female but have grey feather fringes. Like all cowbirds, this bird is a brood parasite: it 
lays its eggs in the nests of other birds. The young cowbird is fed by the host parents at the 

expense of their own young. Hosts include Prevost's Ground-Sparrow and Yellow-throated 
Brush-Finch 
 

 
 



 

 

  
GIANT COWBIRD      AMAZON KINGFISHER 

 
 

  
RINGED KINGFISHER    GRAY HEADED CHACHALACA 

 
 

  
CRESTED GUAN      LAUGHIN FALCON 

 
 



 

The Giant Cowbird, (Molothrus oryzivorus), is a large passerine bird in the New World family 
Icteridae. It breeds from southern Mexico south to northern Argentina, and on Trinidad and 
Tobago. It may have relatively recently colonised the latter island. It is associated with open 

woodland and cultivation with large trees, but is also the only cowbird that is found in deep 
forest. It is a quiet bird, particularly for an icterid, but the male has an unpleasant screeched 

whistle, shweeaa-tpic-tpic. The call is a sharp chek-chik. They are also very adept mimics. 
 
 

The Amazon Kingfisher, (Chloroceryle amazona), is a resident breeding bird in the lowlands 
of the American tropics from southern Mexico south through Central America to northern 

Argentina, with at least one bird having strayed north to Texas. Records from Trinidad are 
thought to be erroneous. This large kingfisher breeds by streams. The unlined nest is in a 

horizontal tunnel made in a river bank, and up to 1.6 m long and 10 cm wide. The female lays 
three, sometimes four, white eggs. 
 

 
The Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle torquata) is a large, conspicuous and noisy kingfisher, 

commonly found along the lower Rio Grande River valley in southeasternmost Texas in the 
United States through Central America to Tierra del Fuego in South America. The breeding 
habitat is areas near large bodies of water, usually in heavily wooded areas where it finds a 

perch to hunt from. It is mostly a sedentary species, remaining in territories all year long. 
 

 
The Grey-headed Chachalaca, (Ortalis cinereiceps), is a member of an ancient group of 
birds of the Cracidae family, which are related to the Australasian mound builders. It breeds in 

lowlands from eastern Honduras to northwestern Colombia (from South Chocó to the upper 
Atrato) at up to 1100 m altitude. The Grey-headed Chachalaca is an arboreal species, found in 

thickets with emergent trees. The broad shallow nest is built of twigs and vines 1-3 m up in a 
tree, often partially screened by vines. The female lays three or four large rough-shelled white 
eggs and incubates them alone. 

 
 

The Crested Guan, (Penelope purpurascens), is a member of an ancient group of birds of the 
Cracidae family, which are related to the Australasian mound builders. It breeds in lowlands 
from south Mexico and the Yucatán Peninsula to western Ecuador and southern Venezuela at 

up to 1850 m altitude. The Crested Guan is an arboreal forest species. The substantial twig 
nest is built in a tree or stump and lined with leaves. The female lays two or three large 

rough-shelled white eggs and incubates them alone. This is a large bird, typically 86 cm long 
and weighing 1700 g. It is similar in general appearance to a turkey, with a small head, long 
strong red legs, and a long broad tail. It is mainly dark brown, with white spotting on the neck 

and breast. The rump and belly are rufous. The head sports a bushy crest, from which the 
species gets its name, blue-grey bare skin around the eye, and a bare red dewlap or wattle. 

 
 
The Laughing Falcon, (Herpetotheres cachinnans), also called the Snake Hawk (erroneously, 

since it is not a hawk), is a medium-sized bird of prey in the falcon family (Falconidae), the 
only member of the genus Herpetotheres. This Neotropical species is a specialist snake-eater. 

Its common and scientific name both refers to its distinctive voice. Its English name comes 
from its loud voice, as does the specific name cachinnans, Latin for "laughing aloud" or 

"laughing immoderately". The generic name Herpetotheres refers to its preferred food; it is 
Latinized Ancient Greek, derived from [h]erpeton (ἑρπετόν, "reptile") + therizein (θερίζειν, "to 
mow down. 



   
BARRED HAWK      GRAY HAWK 

 
 

   
ROADSIDE HAWK     CRESTED CARACARA 
 

 

   
BLACK VULTURE      TURKEY VULTURE 
 

 



The Barred Hawk (Leucopternis princeps) is a species of bird of prey in the Accipitridae 

family. It is found in Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Panama, and Peru. Its natural habitats 
are subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests and subtropical or tropical moist montane 
forests. 10,000 to 100,000 barred hawks are thought to exist throughout Central and South 

America. Barred Hawk’s are the largest of the Leucopternis genus and mainly live in the dense 
forests of the lowland and mountainous areas. The characteristic plumage of black barred and 

white belly is unique to the forests hawk of Leucopternis. 
 
The Grey Hawk or Grey-lined Hawk (Buteo nitidus) is a smallish raptor found in open 

country and forest edges. It is sometimes placed in the genus Asturina as Asturina nitida. It 
breeds from the southwestern United States and Mexico south to Bolivia, Brazil and central 

Argentina. It is fairly common on Trinidad, and there have been recent sightings on Tobago. 
Buteo nitidus feeds mainly on lizards and snakes, but will also take small mammals, birds and 

frogs. It usually sits on an open high perch from which it swoops on its prey, but will also hunt 
from a low glide. The nest is of sticks and built high in a tree. The usual clutch is one to three, 
usually two white to pale blue eggs. The young take about 6 weeks to fledging. 

 
The Roadside Hawk (Buteo magnirostris) is a relatively small bird of prey found in Latin 

America. The breast and underparts of the bird are barred brown and white, and the tail has 
four or five grey bars. There is significant plumage variation depending on the subspecies. At 
least twelve subspecies have been recognised. The eyes of the Roadside Hawk are usually 

yellow, and although the bird's general colour is grey, it is fairly common to observe a touch 
of rufous (i.e., a light brownish coloration) on the bird's wings, specially when it is in flight. Its 

call is a very high-pitched piercing squeak. 
 
The creasted Caracara (Caracara cheriway) is a genus of birds of prey in the family 

Falconidae found throughout a large part of the Americas. They are part of a group collectively 
referred to as caracaras. The modern species in the genus Caracara were previously 

considered conspecific (as "Crested Caracara" - a name still widely used for the Northern 
Caracara)  and/or for long placed in the genus Polyborus. 
 

The Black Vulture, (Coragyps atratus), also known as the American Black Vulture, is a bird 
in the New World vulture family whose range extends from the southeastern United States to 

Central Chile and Uruguay in South America. Although a common and widespread species, it 
has a somewhat more restricted distribution than its compatriot, the Turkey Vulture, which 
breeds well into Canada and south to Tierra del Fuego. Despite the similar name and 

appearance, this species is unrelated to the Eurasian Black Vulture. The latter species is an 
Old World vulture in the family Accipitridae (which includes eagles, hawks, kites and harriers), 

whereas the American species is a New World vulture. It is the only extant member of the 
genus Coragyps, which is in the family Cathartidae. It inhabits relatively open areas which 
provide scattered forests or shrublands. With a wingspan of 1.5m (5ft) the Black Vulture is a 

large bird though relatively small for a vulture. It has black plumage, a featherless, grayish-
black head and neck, and a short, hooked beak. 

 
The Turkey Vulture, (Cathartes aura), is a bird found throughout most of the Americas. It 
also known in some North American regions as the Turkey Buzzard (or just "buzzard"), and in 

some areas of the Caribbean as the John Crow or Carrion Crow. One of three species in the 
genus Cathartes, in the family Cathartidae, the Turkey Vulture is the most widespread of the 

New World vultures, ranging from southern Canada to the southernmost tip of South America. 
It inhabits a variety of open and semi-open areas, including subtropical forests, shrublands, 

pastures, and deserts. The Turkey Vulture is a large bird. It has a wingspan of 170–183 cm 
(67–72 in), a length of 64–81cm (25–32in), and weight of 0.85–2.26kg (1.9–5lb), It has dark 
brown to black plumage; a featherless, purplish-red head and neck; and a short, hooked, 

ivory-colored beak. Its life expectancy in the wild ranges upward of 16 years, with a captive 
life span of over 20 years being possible. 



 

 
 
 

 

  
BARE THROATED TIGER HERON     GREEN HERON 
 

 
 
 

 

  
CATTLE EGRET     WHITE COLLARED MANAKIN 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
The Bare-throated Tiger Heron, (Tigrisoma mexicanum), is a wading bird of the heron 

family Ardeidae, found from Mexico to northwestern Colombia, with one recorded sighting 
from the United States in Hidalgo County, Texas. It is 80 cm (28–32") in length and weighs 

1200 g.This large species is found in more open habitats than other Tigrisoma herons, such as 
river and lake banks. It waits often motionless for suitable prey such as fish, frogs or crabs to 
come within reach of its long bill. This is a solitary breeder, not normally found in heron 

colonies. The nest is a small flattish stick platform in a tree into which 2-3 green-tinged white 
eggs are laid. The throat is bare and is greenish-yellow to orange in all plumages. The adult 

has black crown and light grey sides of head, the sides of the neck and the upperparts 
otherwise blackish narrowly barred buff. The median stripe down the foreneck is white 

bordered with black; the remaining underparts are dull cinnamon brown. The juvenile is buff 
coarsely barred with black, more mottled and vermiculated on wings; the throat, median 
underparts and belly are whitish. The flight is heavy, and the call is a hoarse howk-howk-

howk. Males also give a booming hrrrowwr! call, especially at sunset. 
 

 
 
The Green Heron (Butorides virescens) is a small heron of North and Central America. It was 

long considered conspecific with its sister species the Striated Heron (Butorides striata), and 
together they were called "Green-backed Heron". Birds of the nominate subspecies (no matter 

which taxonomic arrangement is preferred) are extremely rare vagrants to western Europe; 
individuals from the Pacific coast of North America may similarly stray as far as Hawaii. 
 

 
 

The Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) is a cosmopolitan species of heron (family Ardeidae) found 
in the tropics, subtropics and warm temperate zones. It is the only member of the monotypic 
genus Bubulcus, although some authorities regard its two subspecies as full species. Despite 

the similarities in plumage to the egrets of the genus Egretta, it is more closely related to the 
herons of Ardea. Originally native to parts of Asia, Africa and Europe, it has undergone a rapid 

expansion in its distribution and successfully colonised much of the rest of the world. 
 
 

 
The White-collared Manakin, (Manacus candei), is a passerine bird in the manakin family. 

It is a resident breeder in the tropical New World from southeastern Mexico to Costa Rica and 
the extreme west of Panama. It occurs in the lowlands and foothills of the Caribbean slope up 
to 700 m, being replaced on the Pacific slopes of Costa Rica and Panama by the closely related 

Orange-collared (M. aurantiacus) and Golden-collared (M. vitellinus) Manakins. It hybridizes 
extensively with the Golden-collared Manakin in a limited area in Bocas del Toro Province, 

Panama. The hybrids, which show a lemon yellow collar in males, were at one time considered 
a distinct species, the Almirante Manakin (Manacus x cerritus) (Brumfield et al., 2001; 
McDonald et al., 2001).  The White-collared Manakin feeds low in the trees on fruit and some 

insects, both plucked from the foliage in flight. 


